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ELLIS

BPHY BY DAMA FINIM

oviling the ouldoors into your home can prove

difficult. Mother Nature is a bard act wo follow and

mans efforts pale in comparison o her limitless
palette of beauty

Mike ang Terri Masses al Senatohia have nonetheless
Laken o this task.

Too manmade lbkes socked with crappee, bream
and bass Mank the winding path we their kedge-sode
house, setting the stage for what's 0 come

The Masseys were careful in their selection of build-
Hend harmoniows with the
anc scored concrete tloors,

ing merials,
oulsicle

chic ISINE i
scenery, Sained
poured counters and a large stone fireplice serving
besth the living room mskde and the patio outside mir-
ror e surmouncing land, Oueside, a natoral ook foun-
tain and dewnspouts fashioned from rusty  logging
chains prowide a mesmerizing flow of waler, reminding
of simpler earthier times

My husband jokes that the chains hold the house
dosn o hagh winedss,” lauigzh
“There are Fremnch drins beneath them covered with

Terri Massey says with a

rock w0 when the rin fows eowgh the guiter it trick-
les demen e cluin”

The Masseys had a ot of hddp in building their
house bt Rick H.m};ﬁ:un probyibly .nl.mciq out the most
knorem 15 f |i'|‘:-'|‘:-1|_' Rick™ to his triends. Banksion semved
as carpenter and contributed the sdea of koowy cedar
cedlings w e home,

saclly, Bankston was disgnosed with cancer and died
sucldenlby belore secing the project to Fruition,

‘Rick was very humble, very sweet and we miss
himn,” Terri Massey |:'.-|'||:||'.' relares
Wike Masse VE |‘~1’|II|‘||._| Steven Henr Y Wasse =y whic

also died of cancer, imatally helped in -;|-!."--!.|~:-|‘I||‘|,!. the
nearky 30 gcres inte Frmbind, a honting camp and
the two Lakes, one of which is named Lake Heney in
his homor

A memorial for Steve Massey was placed at the point
where be had planned o build bis own home, A mecd-
iatcn garden overlooking Lake Henry s bome o 3
large store sandblasted with a verse rom the book of
Crenesis: “Surely the Lord is in this place”
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‘Steve had strong spiritual beliets and felt dosest o
Cod i nature,” Term Massey remembers,

The beothers dreamed of building the lakes and
their homes here

‘Mike s very gified in dewloping w land  and
sculpting it into a site for a home” Massey cxplains.
“Earty, be could see it in his mind but T oouldn® inmeg-
e il We started a Noor plan and got a rough idea of
the downstars aed the rest wocked s way from there,

The Massevs knew ey wanted it be paturl wath
lots of plass wood and stooe Building desigmer Mikoe
Robinson oreated the most detailed plans for the Massevs
ardd they chim there is nothing they would change

This is unusual, in our opinion, We would guess
most people have regrets about semething alter ey
Dagilf 2 e Masseys explains

The coupde mowed in neardy tas years ago but they
are far from finished; even with two years of planning
and three vears 0 buikl, the home s stll at least five
':.l,_'._n'.-i [resdm O lII'||'l||._'r_'r:.-|1

The upsiairs poriion of the home is finished bt ned
detailed in the manner that Massey meticulowsly plans
every feature, She poinds o an upstais ledee overook-
ing the lving oone: “My hosband was thremening o
put a full mounted elk up there”

Inclependent  designer Shidey  Young
ancd The Lot Home Collection  in
Senatobia played key roles in furnishing
and decorating A longtme nend, Young
asgisted in choosing paint cobors, tile, ligh

Stained and scored concrete floors and poured
concrete countertops add to the natural tone that
the Masseys wanted for their home.
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(Abave, right) The bar adjacent to the dining area
was created by Casey Lipe, owner of Blueswood Art
in Bateville. Crafted out of red pak, the wood was
salvaged from 2 barn in Independance.

fixtures, blinds ardd fummiture, The Lofts stvke of déoor -
from animal hide upholstered fumiture 1© massie tbles
and lodge-sivle rugs — seems o be 4 custom fit for the
Massey [Taic

Domnstaies 5 a different story. The main bathroom
shiweases a wmado bowd pottery sink throsn by
Merigold potter Lee MoCany, Concrete  counleriops,
inset with rocks from Masseys hometown, sit adja-
cent to a4 large bar of red oak salvaged from an old
barn in Independence

Casey Lipe, owner of Blueswood Art in Batesville,

credted the bar Lipes specialty is making fumitore of

wood from old Bams and sharecropper bomes,

The bar comes complete with a story that blues leg-
engd Robert Jobnson was shot in the bam where the
wood hung Massey poings (o o haole in the wood of the
bar and says it may be the bullet hole.

Masseys [ther, M. John, collected river rocks from
ber Bometoran in the suburbs of Kansas Ciy Missouri

He sent the rocks 1o Massey and her sister in Caliliornia
i use in their countertops. These stones not onlby bring
childhood memaories home 0 her here in Mississipps

biat also suggest a “touchstone” element o e design

A large barn under construction on the side of the
property will eventually have a living area with g
kitchen and bedrooms, Adding a rooded structure 1o the
existing concrete pier on one of the likes is also a pos-
sibility in the future

Wiz sit on the back porch every night, We are oui-
doors a kot and we fish and ride borses quite a b
Massey explains

The Massevs enjoy the peace and guiel. From the
driveway they cant see or hear any trace of a main
highwany

T nedt as isolated as it seems” Massey declares, “1
dadnt know how 1d feel about living out here but nom
| love this place”™ @



