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Angi Cooper first introduces you to her
cats — Captain, a lomg-haired black cat
and Frisco, a classic tallny: The artist’s
white cat, Tristan, doesn't allow an intru-
sion o stir him rom his gente nap in
unknown parts of the Cooper home
Coopers cat-loving history goes back o
her childhood, with her Birst pet, a tabiy
simply named “Cat”

“I like tabbies. They're the sweetest.
Thevre vocal, affectionate and real people
cats, {_',-:mpn:_']' muses. Cats comprise a I:u"r_:r:
part of the Olive Branch artist’s paintings.

Cooper’s own cats are just a few of
the felines benefiting from her long devotion are in an animal-friendly environment. Amicd the
domestic creamres. She volunteers at Mewtopia, a paintings of cats and dogs hangs a4 mixed-media spirit
Memphis sheler for homeless, abused and abandoned  nook of Jesus surrounded by douds, domestic animals
cats. Her work there includes the risk of nurturing the  and scripture. It supports her belief in humans’
desire 10 add more Kities o her already ample pride responsibility o be good caretakers of Gods crea-
at home. 50 far shes managed w keep her head. tres: “Sometimes we Ll in that,” Cooper reflects,

The walls of her home stdic remind visitors they Cooper realized her anistic talent at an early age
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Historic Desoto Museum

Come Discover DeSoto County's History!

EXHIBITS INCLUDE:

« Hernando DeSoto

« Civil War

« Agriculture

« Civil Rights &
African-American History

« Jerry Lee Lewis

« The Cities of Southaven,
Olive Branch, Horn Lake,
Hernando, & Walls

« 1850's Log Cabin

111 E. Commerce SL. - Hernando, M$ 38632

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10a.m.-5p.m. « 662.429.8852

(Previous page) Cats are a favonte subject of
artist Angi Cooper.

(Below) Angi Cooper works on a commisianed
pet portrait, a families friendly poodle.

when she copied the cover of a
Cinderella ook, ©1 was abour five
or six and | freaked myvsell out
Then I showed it to my mom anc
:-\.Ill._ || Ill.-:_ *LL.

With her mother’s encourags
nent, Cooper began painting, later
cultivating her talent in high school
andl while caming a graphic design
degree at Memphis State University:

Coopers style 1oday is Paoldly
eclectic, offering no confinements
of medivm, and reflectine an over-
all abstract feeling In additon
commissioned projects hl W Creales
funky; gothic-styvle fabric dedls,

Ckher creations include jewelr

with a regional tongue-in-cheek
“Saturday

message such as the




Night in Memphis® bracelel, with dangling charms of a
booze jug, pistol and jailhouse complete with prisoner

For the sentimental hoblwist or collector-of-all-
things-neat, Cooper ofters handmade journals and
hookmarks, each designed with a specific type of per-
sonality in mind.

Perhaps the most intriguing form of her work 15 in
Cooper’s acrylic pet portraits, where she captures the
persoality of her subject in color and form, A cat
named Major, who loves bowrie pasta and is the King
of the hill in his house, is the subject of one commis-
sion. To illustrate Major's expectartions of roval reat-
ment, she addecd a purple hue o his coar, He s
regally placed against a background of his beloved
bowlie pasi.

When dealing with local patrons, Cooper meets and
photographs the pet; she interviews the owner 10
determine the animals waits She incorporates the pet’s
personality into the image, relying on impressionist
styling rather than painting a photograph-like image,
“This way it makes it more interesting o me as an
artist, to0,” she adds

Coopers work can e founcd i the :"p[t||||1-|1i.-. e
al Magwics Pharm in Overton Square and Then and
Again on Main Street, or through her website:
WWRAngiar.com, &

Puppies, kittens, jewzlry and handmade books are all products
of Cooper's creative pursuits.
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southaven supply has been in business nearty thirty
s, Nestled in Southavens Historie Main Streaet
astrict, the hardware store is known for its courteous

and immedinte assistance o all who "-l!l.:ll'l there,
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Kerry Loosier began working in the business at the

age of 14, learning the trade rom her fther store

nonoa

founcler Butch Morehead. Back then, the store was
known as Olive Branch Bualding Supply since that
was where it was originally located. Selling hardware
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and offering electrical wiring services until 19540 i
moned o Southaven and changed its name.
“We were across the street,” Loosier savs, “then

Custom (akes
and (atering

el o our corrert Ioeanon and have Been here

ever since” The address is 85304 Hwy 51 North

Please call for
appointments

and estimates.
ments of home décor, naming it “Jewelry for Your

&K

Home” The stalt is trained and prepared w help cus- G

tomers design any room from beginning to end, offer C : [

inE advice every step ol Lhie ey ‘;I es 4 -[ll
They start the process of remodeling bathrooms

and kitchens by choosing cabinets and countertops ﬂ-l . 60 3 .44 TU

since those items can be confining in color amnd

Through the years, there have been many changes

mecle in the inventory; plumbing and electrical sup

WEDDINGS = ANMIVERSARIES = P

plies, as well as a knile center, have been added.

Southaven ht||3|'.||'.,' has o me:hIni tor include softer ele
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“Then we go o the Hoors hecause those options

are wicle open = hardwood, ceramic, stamned concrete

or cork — and. kst VL Prunt colois can be |1'21-:-LJ!1_.
anything” Loosier explains,

Old World snvling with oil-rubbed bronze is cur

rently popular people are also seeking furniture-style
vanities and copper sinks with varicd patinas, Dut a
very different contemporary sivle with modern colors
and gzlass tile is on the horizon: “All styles wend w

pecyvcle, where something thar wiis '|I'::-|MI|-I:I AN ysips

ago 15 suddenly popular again” Loosier savs.
southuven Supply one of Desoto County’s last
locally crvrned and operated choices for building sup-

pliecs, has weathered the influx of major chain hard
wire stores into the area. Others have closed thei
doors in response o the competition

A customer visiting Loosiers ottice asks for advice :
about a paint he could use on the back of his aguan R Wt S Licansed
um. Loosier offers several solutions, some of which prE -y = . o @ .- : Banded

; S L Insured
might send him o another siore, but shes careful in

her counsel, letting him know all the risks of painting _ 5tl|.lln. l...in... I.:
n

on glass. Personal service and helphul attivudes are a

= Jli_'r Residential * Commercial * Industrial

plus for virtually any retail enterprise
Loosier believes strongly in the Golden Rule, in -

reating people right, and perhaps that’s the secret of

southaven supplys long success “1 put God st and

the rest will take care of iself, © she explains. Q :

662.781.301 |
5665 Stateline Rd, Walls, MS
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John Woods started his culinary carcer as the owner
of a catlish restaurant in Horn Lake, Mississippi. His
I'l'i_]'ﬁll'll._"‘ﬂ"- |I.I."| = rl.J-J".LI.I I'I:||.|..' r]l.“'l '-..I'I'...']i.'.. ::nlr.'i.l]] I:Lrl. 'r"-lll'-.h
is causing guite a “str”
anniversary in April.
Carering began as a sinall, side business [or Woods
when customers asked him o caer small events and
private parties in their homes. It mirned into a big
husiness tor him practically overnight in 1997 when
Ihe Smuthsonian Instituton contracted him o feed

as it oeleleaes s v:i;;;iﬂ:l

more than 20000 people during a 10-day event.
For the next five years, he catered that recurring

PHY BY ANGI COOPEL

event. In 1999 he simultaneously fed another G000
people at a Fourth of July celebration at the US
Embassy in Ottawa, Canada,

In his conference room, Woods

proudly points to a
framed newspaper anticle of the Canadian mweal:
“Thats prodably some kind of a record for a catering
compeny, 10 do the two langest events in North
America on the same day”

The business oday occupies five suites of a com-
mercial building and employs 100 people, a far ory
from the original staff of rwvo. But harder work is
ahead of Woods as bigger plans are in the works. In



addition to opening three restanrants — one in Tunica
and two in DeSoto County = he is emphasizing wecl-
dings, bringing that side of his business 10 a new level
o offer a “one-stop-shop” for wedding receptions.

Woeddings are better pLunn;ﬁ. when the bride starts
with a good caterer who can help sclect a proper
verue and competent wedding-service professionals
they work with regulardy. Food is one of the most
important elements of planning; guests wnd w
remember the receprion food more than anything elsc
about the nuptials

Today's brides are on tighter budgers, hoping 10
plan a formal event without spending a lot of money
Woods stives to reduce the stress of planning, cus-
temizing a menu to At the budget

This will surely be a busy vear for Woods, He
contends there is no culinary challenge he wont
accept and prides himsell in making each of his
CVOnis Lmguc,

“No two days are ever alike or stagnant,” Woods
claims with an obvious enthusiasm. He has met

unusigl demands many times before, finding himsell

\

(Above) First Choice Catering’s event tables comhine tasteful
arrangement with tasty food offerings.

(Left) John Woods has built a sucessful catering business based
on creative novations like chocolate fountains.

designing menus o reflect the cuisine of countries
like Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Romania, Tibet and
Bermuda,

Woods strives o exceed his diens” expectations and
o keep evervthing simple, vet elegant, especially in the
presentation: “Tve blended presentation with quality
because people eal with their eyes! he explains

This is borne out in recent catering mencds. which
have progressed bom simple meathalls and finger
foods to upscale hors d'oeuvres and thematic stations
featuring, for example, elaborate chocolate fountains
o di|‘:-|'.uin;_1 [, ]’n-]']r.* [y arention o foodd-related
tedevision shows and magazines and are more savvy
alsout ool

Dan't be surprised to find a merging of innovation
and elegance at a First Choice Catering event. Woods
admits o using Allredo sauce and even barbecue
sauce in his fountains for dipping meatballs and
shrimp at a catlemens barbecue. Creative thinking
sels some caterers apart from the crowd, «
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